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Solvent Spill - September 8, 1983

NORTHWEST REGION

^„?^r„8,'193 IOvin9 discovered a
SiS f? 8??5 f ™^tely called the fire department who
arrived at 8.25 P.M. and was admitted to the property.

The fire department discovered that the leak was caning fran a ruptured 
sight gauge in the recycled Trichloroethylene tank. *ThfT valve- tothe^ 

sight gauge had been left'open and unlocked. Tiie sight gauge itself had 
broken, allowing material to leak fran the "tank. Thev cloS SSvalvf 
and the flow of material ceased. y closea vaive

^maj°>rit^.°f f‘e lost ^terial ran into the roadway and to a storm sewer
arite ^ttemPted to divert the flow and covered the

s^wer grate. Although a substantial amount of product ran into the storm /

mentis JffprtSf?®* **’*'*' f'XiSed-ir' the roa<i«y due to the fire depart; A
At 9:00 P M the fire department called me and advised me of the problan 

immediately contacted Dick Tarr, the acting Tank Farm Supervisor^ We

at 9-45riVTV rh at 9:20 P-M- called Jack Johnston who arrived
at 9.45. TV Channel 6 was present and Chief Horn was the spokesman.

An attempt was made to determine the quantity that had spilled. The first /

280 gall°ns to 2000 gallons. The broken sight gauge O UK ^ ^ accurate wading impossible. Since the lowest estimate 
exceeded the PQ factor (reportable quantity) it was necessary to advise the " 
appropriate authorities of the spill.

The fire department began cleanup. Using absorbent pads, they removed all 
standing liquid fran the roadway. An emergency valve in the sewer line was 
closed to prevent any additional liquid from going down the sewer.

The water bureau ’was contacted to determine the direction of the flow of the 
ewer system. Barbara Rogers at the water department said that the maps 

were not clear. It appeared to her that the flow discharged into the river
dioSSv# ^ thG outflow ^ higher than the drainage field on our
property. Tins would appear to restrict the flow. She estimated the time 
of discharge into the river to be late Friday morning or early Friday after
noon. She advised that any further information would have cone franYJohn
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Widmer at 7:30 A.M. when work crews were available. At 10:50 P.M., Chief 
Ruttenberg of the U. S. Coast Guard called. He was told that approximately 
280 gallons of Trichloroethylene had been spilled. He assigned Inspector 
Jim Hirde to the case for followup. Jim Hinde came to the office and a 
"Letter -of Federal-Interest!' was signed.

No further action was taken until the next iroming.

At 7:30 A.M., Friday, September 9, 1983, John Widner of the City Water 
Bureau was contacted. After being appraised of the situation, he dispatched 
a crew to investigate. A sampling was taken from the manhole on Van Waters 
& Rogers property. A second sanple was taken frcm the manhole where Van 
Waters & Rogers pipe discharges into the city main. A third sanple was 
taken downstream from a manhole in front of American Steel. A fourth loca
tion was investigated in a flume that discharges directly into the river.

It was discovered that a diverter was installed in location #3 that diverted 
all the flow into the city sanitary system which eventually ended up at the 
city sewage treatment plant in St. Johns.

Analysis showed the following:

Sample 1 - 95% Trichloroethylene - minimal flow.

Sanple 2 - No presence of Trichloroethylene - minimal flow.

Sanple 3 - No presence of Trichloroethylene - fairly rapid flow.

It was determined that the spilled material was trapped in the sewer pipe 

on Van Waters & Rogers property and that none had escaped into the main 
sewer system.

At the same time a new sight gauge was installed on the tank. A reading was 
taken of the contents and the exact quantity of product lost was determined 
to be 515 gallons.

John Squires at the St. Johns Sewage Treatment Plant was asked if they could 
handle 515__galions of Trichloroethylene. They asked that we attempt to 
reduce the quantity by punping the material out of the sewer.

A Van Waters & Rogers crew was assigned to pump frcm the manhole on Van 

Waters & Rogers property. The water and Trichloroethylene mixture was 
pumped into drums and samples taken periodically for analysis.

Early samples contained as much as 95% Trichloroethylene. After approxi

mate 3 00- gallons was removed the Trichloroethylene content had been 
redtoced to less than 500 ppm. This information was passed to Mr. Edmonds 
•df the City Water Bureau. He confirmed that contamination of less than 

500 ppm would be acceptable. Further pumping was discontinued.
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Tlie Coast Guard was kept advised during this episode, 
advised that cleanup was complete at 5:00 P.M., Friday.

They were last

Oil Monday, September 12, 1983 an additional sample was taken from the 
manhole. An analysis showed no Trichloroethylene present. Apparently 
theerain over the weekend cleared the remaining product frcm the sewer
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